Introduction
Africa is currently experiencing striking antitheses. Despite long-term efforts to alleviate poverty, poverty still remain endemic and multi-dimensional in several of its regions (UNDP 2014) . Africa is, in fact, blessed with abundant natural resources that could assist its development (UNECA 2011 (UNECA , 2013 . However, in reality, these resources are not always evenly distributed among the different segments of society (UNECA 2011), or can have tremendous negative environmental impacts if mismanaged (Evans et al. 2013) . For example, while large tracts of land is allocated across Africa for large-scale agricultural production as a means of economic development (Schoneveld 2014) , the continent registers some of the highest levels of under-nutrition and food insecurity globally (EIU 2015) . At the same time, Africa's biodiversity and largely pristine ecosystems cater for multiple human needs (Brashares et al. 2014; UNEP 2010) , thus facing increasing pressure, especially outside of protected areas Beresford et al. 2013 ).
The dual realities of a rapidly increasing population and global environmental change are expected to put further strain into the natural resource base of the continent. In fact, across Africa, there is a rapid urbanization (with unique patterns), low access of urban populations to basic amenities/materials (e.g., nutritional food, modern fuels), and increasing vulnerability of these population to environmental change (World Bank 2013). The combination of the above might take a significant toll on public health, and stifle development opportunities well into the future (UNHabitat 2015).
These are only some of the multifaceted and intertwined sustainability challenges that Africa is currently facing, and will be facing for the decades to come. There is an urgent need to solve these challenges in a socially inclusive and environmentally friendly manner if a transition to a green economy is to be realized in the continent (UNEP 2015) .
Sustainability science has an inter-and transdisciplinary focus, a solution-oriented approach and an ability to link the social and ecological systems (Kates 2011; Komiyama and Takeuchi 2006) . It is, thus, well positioned to lead the research agenda and to offer key insights to address these challenges in the African context. However, African voices and perspectives need to be more meaningfully integrated in current sustainability science practices, if these challenges are to be tackled effectively (Chilisa 2012 ).
Aims and scope
To tackle effectively the interconnected challenges that Africa currently experiences, there is a strong need to develop transdisciplinary and solution-oriented research approaches.
This Special Feature will collect contributions from leading scholars that apply sustainability science concepts and principles at the African context. It will combine selected papers from: Empirical and conceptual papers that fall within the ''Original articles'', ''Overview articles'', ''Technical reports'', and ''Case reports'' categories are invited as described at the Sustainability Science website http://www. springer.com/environment/environmental?management/ journal/11625. Papers that adopt interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research approaches are highly encouraged.
Topics that will be considered in the Special Feature include, but not confined to:
• Sustainable agriculture.
• Food security.
• Biodiversity and conservation.
• Energy use and climate change.
• Urbanization and urban sustainability.
• Resource management, including mining resources.
• Transdisciplinary research in the African context.
• Green economic transitions in the African context.
Timeline
Authors are encouraged to submit extended abstracts to the special feature managing editor (Dr. Alexandros Gasparatos) by 30 April 2016. Formal invitations will be communicated to individual authors by mid-May 2016, subject to review by the editorial team of the Special Feature.
Upon acceptance authors will be invited to submit full manuscripts through Sustainability Science's electronic editorial management system, keeping in mind the journal's formatting guidelines and length requirements http:// www.springer.com/environment/environmental?manage ment/journal/11625. 
